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Abstract

Economic justice concerns the equitable distribution of opportu-
nities, privileges, and economic benefits among individuals and
groups within society. Composite indices are widely used to mea-
sure economic justice because they provide comprehensive tools for
assessing performance and identifying gaps between current con-
ditions and economic goals, plans, and policies. This study aims to
rank the provinces of Iran according to economic justice by apply-
ing a multi-criteria decision-making approach. The Analytic Hier-
archy Process (AHP) was employed to determine the weights of the
indicators, while the Technique for Order Preference by Similarity
to Ideal Solution (TOPSIS) method was used for ranking the prov-
inces. Drawing on the theoretical framework, the composite index
was developed based on the following criteria: the right to legiti-
mate ownership, the right to fair exchange, the right to equitable
share in production, the rights of the needy to public and private
assets, universal access to public resources, and the rights of fu-
ture generations to intergenerational resources. The results reveal
that Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, North Khorasan, and Qom
provinces ranked first, second, and third, respectively. Converse-
ly, Khuzestan and Tehran ranked lowest, indicating that provinces
with higher rankings demonstrate greater adherence to economic
Jjustice principles, while those with lower rankings face significant
challenges in this regard. Therefore, it is recommended that poli-
cymakers focus on redesigning minimum wage policies, increasing
development budgets for less-developed regions, and expanding so-
cial support programs for populations living below the poverty line
to promote economic justice across the country.
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