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Abstract

ith the introduction of economic science into the family sphere and
W the emergence of the sub-discipline of family economics, 'the influ-
ence of conventional economics on policymaking and decision-mak-
ing within the family institution has become increasingly prominent.
This phenomenon has deeply subjected the demographic structure of human so-
cieties to economic factors. One of the prominent figures who has theorized in
this domain in recent decades is Dr. Gary Becker, widely regarded as the pioneer
of contemporary family economics. Given the vital importance of childbearing
and the penetration of Becker's paradigms into certain academic circles, the
present study is dedicated to examining his theories regarding fertility and
child-rearing. Employing a qualitative content analysis method, this article crit-
ically evaluates his core ideas on child-rearing through a comparative approach
with Islamic teachings. The findings indicate that Becker's attempt to explain
human behavior concerning the family—particularly in the realm of child-rear-
ing—has ultimately failed to provide a universal model, despite offering certain
methodological innovations and empirically verifiable results within specific
geographical contexts. His theories, grounded in the presuppositions of the cap-
italist system, lack the capacity to explain social behaviors across diverse societ-
ies and suffer from numerous fundamental flaws. The excessive weighting of
economic variables in human social behavior, the contextual relativity of the éd-
ucationVariable in his analyses, the inapplicability of his theories to certain so-
cieties, and the profound divergence of his ideas from the Islamic worldview are
among the most significant shortcomings identified in this study.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The encroachment of economic analysis into the family sphere, particularly through the
pioneering work of Gary Becker, has extended cost-benefit logic to fundamental human
decisions such as marriage and childbearing. Becker established the "economics of the
family," analyzing human behavior using microeconomic tools and controversially concep-
tualizing children as "durable consumer goods." Given the profound influence of these par-
adigms on demographic policies in Western societies and their subsequent adoption within
Iranian academic circles, a critical examination grounded in Islamic criteria is essential.
This study aims to assess the compatibility of Becker's theoretical foundations regarding
fertility and child-rearing with Islamic economic teachings and the monotheistic world-
view. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method based on qualitative content analysis, this
paper compares Becker's texts with Islamic primary sources (the Holy Qur'an, Ahadith, and
the views of Muslim scholars). In doing so, it addresses a significant gap in the literature,
where most studies have merely described or compared fertility paradigms without provid-
ing a foundational Islamic critique. The central question is to what extent Becker's model
can explain the reproductive behavior of Muslim families and what its inherent shortcom-
ings are from an Islamic value perspective.

Method

The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach utilizing qualitative content anal-
ysis and a comparative framework. The data corpus involves a critical comparison between
Gary Becker's economic texts and Islamic primary sources, encompassing the Holy Qur'an,
authentic narrations (Ahadith), and the jurisprudential and exegetical views of prominent
Muslim scholars.

Results

The findings are articulated in two main sections: an exposition of Becker's theoretical
framework and a comprehensive critique from an Islamic standpoint.

A) Becker's Theoretical Framework: Becker conceptualizes the family as a rational "de-
cision-making unit" and a "small factory" that produces household commodities. In his
marriage theory, the marriage market reaches equilibrium when individuals select a spouse
who maximizes their economic utility (via expected income and cost reduction). His fer-
tility theory treats children analogously to durable goods, where demand is a function of
income, opportunity costs (particularly women's wages), and parental education levels. Ac-
cording to this model, rising income generates both substitution and income effects: the
substitution effect favors "child quality" (greater investment in fewer children), while the
income effect may favor quantity. Becker posits a universal inverse relationship between
maternal education and fertility rates, concluding that promoting female education inher-
ently reduces fertility. Similarly, divorce occurs when the calculated costs of remaining
married outweigh the anticipated benefits.
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B) Islamic Critiques of Becker's Views:

1. Economic Reductionism and Neglect of Non-Material Criteria: By centering exclu-
sively on material profit-and-loss calculations, Becker's model marginalizes emotions,
moral values, faith, and the innate human disposition (Fitrah). From an Islamic perspective,
marriage is a prophetic tradition (Sunnah), a source of spiritual tranquility, and the comple-
tion of faith (Nisf al-Din); its value cannot be quantified solely by financial metrics.

2. The Contextual Relativity of "Education" and "Quality": Becker treats the inverse ed-
ucation-fertility link as a universal absolute, whereas the ideological content of that educa-
tion (materialistic vs. monotheistic) is the decisive factor. Religious education and Islamic
values actively enhance the desire for childbearing. Furthermore, Becker's definition of
"child quality" completely lacks the spiritual, ethical, and faith-based dimensions that Islam
regards as the core of raising a righteous offspring (Awlad Salih).

3. Contradiction with Islamic Axioms and Societal Evidence: Contrary to Becker's com-
modification of children, Islamic sources depict offspring as divine blessings, the adorn-
ment of worldly life, and a means of divine trial (Ibtila). Numerous narrations declare that
marriage and childbearing increase sustenance, emphasizing that "sustenance accompanies
women and dependents." Verses such as 17:31 and 6:151 explicitly forbid infanticide out
of the fear of poverty, promising that Allah provides for both parents and children, thereby
negating purely materialistic economic calculations.

4. Ignoring the Social Costs of Low Fertility: The macroeconomic and societal conse-
quences of a market-based fertility approach in the West include fertility rates plummeting
below replacement levels (averaging 1.2—1.5 in nations like Italy, Spain, and Germany),
increasing old-age dependency ratios, strained pension systems, the rise of individualism,
marriage postponement, and severe cultural identity shifts. These empirical trends demon-
strate that an exclusive reliance on economic logic ultimately undermines the demographic
foundations of a society.

5. Flawed Analysis of Poverty: Becker identifies poverty as a primary deterrent to
childbearing. Conversely, Islamic teachings encourage marriage even amidst financial
constraints and mandate the community to assist in establishing new families. Poverty is
not a valid justification for avoiding marriage; rather, it is a socio-economic challenge to
be addressed through mutual cooperation, social justice, and profound reliance on God
(Tawakkul).

Conclusion

Gary Becker's economics of fertility, despite its methodological innovations, fails to ad-
equately explain reproductive behavior within Islamic societies due to its strict reliance
on the anthropocentric and materialistic presuppositions of the capitalist system. Rigorous
cost-benefit analysis reduces the human being and the sacred institution of the family to the
level of commodities and market transactions, entirely ignoring the spiritual, innate, and
moral dimensions of childbearing. In contrast, Islam offers a balanced, multidimensional
approach: while acknowledging the necessity of securing livelihoods and removing eco-
nomic barriers, it regards children as transcendent spiritual investments. Child-rearing is
viewed as a perpetual act of worship ('Ibadah), with the ultimate guarantee of sustenance
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entrusted to Allah, the Ultimate Provider (Al-Razzaq). For demographic policymaking in
Islamic communities, a hybrid approach combining material incentives with the primacy of
religious values (such as promoting the culture of facilitated marriage and childbearing as a
devotional act) is essential. Engaging religious institutions in this paradigm can effectively
address demographic challenges while safeguarding society against the harms of hyper-in-
dividualism and family disintegration.
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